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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the initial Office Action based on the application number 10593061, filed 
February 1 2, 2007. Claims 1 -12, as originally filed, are currently pending and have 
been considered below. Claims 1 , 6, 1 1 and 12 are the independent claims. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 1 1/28/07 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because there is no English 
translation for the submitted foreign patent document to be considered, such as 
JP2004-075676. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred 
to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date 
of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this information disclosure 
statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for 
purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing 
the statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 

1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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3. Claims 1 -3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected because there is insufficient antecedent basis 
for the limitation "the keys" in line 14 of page 19 and line 19 of page 20, 
respectively. Appropriate correction is required. 

b. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected because they recite the limitation "one of two 
paired functions", and it is vague and indefinite. That is, it is unclear whether it 
refers to "one paired function", or to "one function out of four functions". For the 
purpose of Examination, it will be interpreted as "one of paired functions" 
according to the Specification on page 1 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 

c. Claim 6 is rejected because it recites the limitation "a function ...for items 
that are not included in the plurality of items", and it is unclear what this limitation 
refers to. It is also unclear how a function for items not included or not existed is 
assigned to. It is further unclear whether it is intended to state "not showed", "not 
presented" or "not displayed" on screen. For the purpose of Examination, it will 
be interpreted as initial assignment functions for the items not shown on screen 
according to a predetermined operation by the operating unit of device. 
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Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
Claims 1-10: 

Both Claims 1 and 6 first recite an "electronic device having a display panel and 
a plurality of keys to which desired functions can be assigned' (see Lines 1-3) and 
subsequently recite method steps for assigning the desired functions to the keys (see 
limitations in the body of the claims). These claims are indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the claims are for the recited "electronic device" or the recited method. 

Applicant must amend the claim to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention, as required in 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph. Particularly, Applicant must either: 1) amend the claim to recite an 
"electronic device" in the preamble and subsequently recite the components of the 
"electronic device;" or 2) amend the claim to recite a "method" in the preamble and 
subsequently recite the steps of the "method." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Matsumoto et al. (hereinafter Matsumoto): U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 
2002/0007487. 

Matsumoto expressly teaches: 

Claim 1. An electronic device having a display panel and a plurality of keys to which 
desired functions can be assigned, comprising: 

displaying a plurality of items on the display panel (fig. 10; [0014]: displaying multiple 
items on the display); 

setting a desired item which is selected from the plurality of items (fig. 10; [0014]: 
selecting a item from the list of items); 

displaying a setting screen corresponding to the desired item which is selected (fig. 10; 
[0014]: displaying a setting menu corresponding to the selected item); and 
setting the desired item by using the setting screen, wherein a function for displaying 
the setting screen when one of the keys is operated is assigned to at least one of the 
plurality of keys (figs. 10-11; [0014] [0062]-[0066]: assigning the desired operation 
function to a function key) . 

Claim 2. The electronic device as set forth in claim 1, wherein when one of two paired 
functions is assigned to one of the plurality of keys, a message which prompts a user to 
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assign the other of the two paired functions to the key appears ([0068]: assigning an 
operation function to a key manually by means of user's selection of menu item). 

Claim 3. The electronic device as set forth in claim 1, wherein when one of two paired 
functions is assigned to one of the plurality of keys, the other of the paired functions is 
automatically assigned to the key ([0068]: assigning an operation function to a key 
automatically by means of automatic performance of registration operation). 

Claim 4. The electronic device as set forth in claim 1, wherein a sequence of operations 
that a user has preformed are stored and stored operations are assigned to one of the 
plurality of keys ([0064] [0065]: registration operation in memory corresponding to a 
designated function key). 

Claim 5. The electronic device as set forth in claim 1, wherein functions assigned to two 
keys of the plurality of keys are changed with each other ([0066]: interchangeable 
function keys). 

Claim 6. An electronic device having a display panel and a plurality of keys to which 
desired functions can be assigned, comprising: 

displaying a plurality of items on the display panel (fig. 10; [0014]: displaying multiple 
items on the display); 

setting a desired item which is selected from the plurality of items (fig . 1 0; [001 4] : 
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selecting a item from the list of items); 

displaying a setting screen corresponding to the desired item which is selected (fig. 10; 
[0014]: displaying a setting menu corresponding to the selected item); and 
setting the desired item by using the setting screen, wherein a function for displaying 
the setting screen for items that are not included in the plurality of items when one of the 
keys is operated is assigned to at least one of the plurality of keys (figs. 10-11; [0014]: 
assigning initial operation function to a function key according to a predetermined 
operation by the operating unit for not shown menu items). 

Claims 7-10: 

The subject matter recited in Claims 7-10 corresponds to the subject matter recited in 
Claims 2-5, respectively. Thus Matsumoto discloses every limitation of Claims 7-10, as 
indicated in the above rejections for Claims 2-5. 

Claims 11-12: 

The subject matter recited in Claims 11-12 corresponds to the subject matter recited in 
Claims 1 and 6, respectively. Thus Matsumoto discloses every limitation of Claims 11- 
12, as indicated in the above rejections for Claims 1 and 6. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAEHO D. SONG whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7524. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 5712724137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Daeho D Song/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



/DOUG HUTTON/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



